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On August 8, 2019, Hao Hao, 10 years old, gave birth
to twins at Pairi Daiza Zoo located in Brugelette, Hainaut,
Belgium. The twin pandas were temporarily Bestowed the
nicknames "Baby boy" and "Baby girl", until they received
their official names on November 15, 2019. To involve
panda lovers in the naming process, the zoo created on
online vote, where Internet users selected their favourite
name from a closed list of names. The zoo recorded
72,744 votes in the first the few days of the online naming
activity. Eric Domb, the founder and president of Pairi
Daiza opened the panda twins naming ceremony. Several
dignitaries were present such as Cao Zhongming, Chinese
Ambassador to Belgium, and Marie Christine Marghem,
Federal Minister for Energy, Environment and Sustainable
Development, attended the ceremony. The eldest panda
twin, the male, was named Bao Di which means “little
brother of Tian Bao”, his younger sister was named Bao Mei
which means “little sister of Tian Bao”. Tian Bao, a male
panda, was the first panda born in Belgium in 2016 and
currently is still living at Pairi Daiza.
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On August 31, 2019, Meng Meng gave birth to twins at
Berlin Zoo, the very first pandas born in Germany. 100 days
later, on December 9, the zoo organized a ceremony where
the sexes and names of the cubs were revealed. Michael
Miiller, Mayor of Berlin, Wu Ken, Chinese Ambassador
to Germany, Dr. Andreas Knieriem, Director of the Berlin
Zoo, Frank Bruckmann, Chairman of the Supervisory
Board of the Berlin Zoo, and Dr. Lan Jingchao, from the
Chengdu Panda Base were all present at the Berling Zoo’s
Panda Garden for the event. The twins are both males
have been named Meng Xiang and Meng Yuan. The two
names complement one another well in Chinese and mean
“desired dream” and “fulfilled dream” respectively. During the
ceremony, Meng Yuan was a little active but remained calm,
while Meng Xiang appeared tired as he had heavy eyelids. K2
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